
Academic Financial Personnel 

Arizona 
State Board 
of Education

Writes and passes bills
regarding academics

and financials in 
public schools

State 
Legislature

State
Superintendent

of Public
Instruction

Arizona
Department of

Education

Appoints

GOVERNOR

Arizona K-12 Public Education
Lines of Authority

Maintains quality and
effectiveness of public

schools

Executes laws and
State Board’s policies

Signs bills into law

District 
Governing Board

Implements State
Board’s policies

Academic, financial,
discipline authority of
district students and

personnel

Elected Appointed

State District

Hired

District 
Superintendent

Ensures fidelity to 
policies and laws;

Oversees district office
personnel

School

School 
Principal and

Teachers
Implements governing
board policies; Ensures
academic success of 

students

County School
Superintendent

Fiscal agent of some
school districts; Runs

governing board
elections; Fills board

vacancies

County Board 
of Supervisors

Levies county taxes for
K-12 public schools;
Shares duties with

County Superintendent

LEGEND:

County

Adapted from  A.R.S. Title 15


